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The announcement of the Prince's visit evoked unbounded en-
thusiasm, and preparations were made to give him a welcome
worthy of his exalted position, and expressive of the feelings and
sentiments with which Indians are apt to regard the Royal House.
Bombay, as the Gateway of India, bestirred itself early to give a
reception befitting the historic occasion. Considering that the Pre-
sident of the Corporation would have a prominent part to play in
the functions which were to be held in honour of the royal visit, it
was a matter of some importance to select a man who would lend
distinction to the position. Many ambitious men cherished a desire to
strut on the stage at this juncture, and an exciting contest might
have been witnessed, had not the Corporation instinctively turned to
the one man on whom it fell back whenever a difficult situation
arose.
It was more than twenty years before that Pherozeshah had
occupied the chair of the Corporation. During that long period he
had kept himself untrammelled by the restraints of office, and had
ruled the Corporation with a firmness, wisdom and moderation,
which had earned for that body a high reputation among the self-
governing institutions in the country. People had got so used to his
role of dictator, that it was difficult to conceive the idea of his
settling down comfortably in the presidential chair, and listening
patiently to long-winded discussions on all manner of subjects. But
the occasion was unique, and the Corporation felt the need of its
being represented by the man who, more than anyone else, had
enriched and exalted civic life in Bombay.
The election was made in April 1905, with a cordiality and
unanimity, and received by the public with an enthusiasm, which
were a striking testimony to the position which Pherozeshah
occupied in the public life of Bombay. The speeches made on the
occasion drew from Pherozeshah the remark that he could scarcely
recognize himself in the extremely ideal picture which had been
drawn of him.
The strength of character and independence of spirit, which were
among the leading characteristics of the new President, were un-
expectedly called into requisition a few months later. The Municipal
Secretary at his desire had written to Government, and invited their